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Wfje terror of tfje ffyiltetine*

BY GABRIEL FERRIER, A CONTEMPORARY FRENCH ARTIST.

THE ORIGINAL IS IN THE MUSEUM OF NIMES.

"And the men of Israel and Judah arose, and shouted,

and pursued the Philistines, until thou come to the valley,

and to the gates of Ekron."—I. Sam., 17, 52.

GREAT was the terror of the Philistines, when they

saw their champion slain. Doubtless the victory

of the slim young shepherd lad seemed to them

a direct evidence that Israel possessed a god more power-

ful than theirs, and that Israel's god was bent on their

destruction. To us God's aid seems 10 have lain in giving

to His champion a stronger faith, a higher spirit and a

keener brain than those of Goliath. As David held up

the severed head, his own people came pouring across the

ravine in triumph, and the Philistines fled.

Down from Judah's mountains swept the rout, and out

onto the plains of Philistia, the Israelites pursuing and

slaying all whom they could reach, "even unto Gath and

unto Ekron." That is to say, the Philistines had to seek

shelter within their own walled cities from the avenging

rage of the mountaineers. Philistia in its turn was ravaged

and plundered.









©Jje J&ejoicms ©ber (Soltatf)'* Beatf)

BY MATTEO ROSSELLI, A FLORENTINE PAINTER, DIED

1650. THE ORIGINAL IS IN THE LOUVRE GALLERY,

PARIS.

"And David took the head of the Philistine, and brought

it to Jerusalem.'"—I. Sam., 17, 54.

IN
THE pursuit of the Philistines, David apparently

took no part. He had done his work, by arousing

the religious faith of his countrymen, reinspiring

them with their old confidence in the right. Also he had

stirred the superstitious terror of their enemies. Now,

in high, uplifted mood, the young champion paused to

glory in the might of God.

Doubtless there were many to join him in his joy. They

stripped the mail from the huge body of Goliath, handling

the armor with amazement, weighing and measuring it,

and finally bearing it in triumph to David's home, whence

ultimately it was placed in one of their temples as a memo-

rial. The mighty sword of the giant, which had wrought

his own death, was also sanctified, and was placed in the

care of the highpriest of Israel, where in later days David

was to find it for his own good use. The head of Goliath,

the grimmest trophy of all, was borne by David himself

to Jerusalem, that all the people might see and know from

what enemies God had delivered them.
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g>aul l&ecetoes. Batotb

BY LOUISA STARR, MME. CANZIANI, A CONTEMPORARY

ARTIST.

"Abner took him, and brought him before Saul with the

head of the Philistine in his hand."—/. Sam., 17, 57.

THE head of Goliath was also brought to Saul,

though whether after or before it had been dis-

played in Jerusalem, is not quite clear. The
king in the extremity of his need had promised enormous

rewards to the man who should conquer Goliath. The
victor was to have great riches, his family were to be made
free from all taxes or other obligations forever; and, quite

in the style of ancient romance, he was to be wedded to

the king's daughter.

Immediately that the victory was achieved, King Saul,

with his shrewd, practical mind, must have turned to the

question of the promised payment. If David had already

sung to him, the king had forgotten the affair; for he ques-

tioned eagerly as to who this strange youth might be

who had appeared so suddenly among the soldiers and
spoken so confidently of God's aid. Nor could his closest

associates tell him. Abner, the chief general and ever

loyal servant of Saul, was sent to enquire. He found

David, still with Goliath's head, and brought him to the

king. There is no record that Saul welcomed the youth

or repeated his previous promises. Already the crafty

king may have been weighing with human wisdom the

dangers of his extravagant offer. His only recorded words

of greeting sound hard, "And Saul said to him, Whose
son art thou, thou young man? And David

answered, I am the son of thy servant

Jesse the Beth-lehemite."
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Jonathan Welcomes ©atoib

C. P. MARILLIER, A FRENCH ARTIST OF THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

"And it came to pass . . . that the soul of Jona-

than was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved

him as his own soul."—I. Sam., 18, 1.

THOUGH King Saul wavered in his attitude toward

David, there was one who did not hesitate. That

was the king's heroic son Jonathan. Jonathan

who, in just such spirit as David's, had won for Saul his

earlier great victory over the Philistines, was quick to

recognize in the younger man a nature kindred to his own.

Perhaps also he felt the coldness of his father's reception

of their deliverer; for it must be remembered that Jona-

than himself had suffered from the wild and unjust temper

of his father, who would have slain him in the very hour

of their greatest victory.

So Jonathan welcomed David at once at that first meet-

ing; his soul went out to the victorious youth as to a brother.

Perhaps the two young men left Saul's presence together;

for we learn that they made an immediate compact of

friendship. "And Jonathan stripped himself of the

robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his gar-

ments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle."

If the father had no prompt reward for their heaven-sent

champion, the son gave all that he could.
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®fje €nb of tfje Wat
AFTER NICOLAS POUSSIN, THE GREAT FRENCH MASTER

OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY.

*
" The women came out of all cities of Israel, singing

and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and

icith instruments of music."—/. Sam., 18, 6.

| AUL may not have been unjust in his first treatment

of David. Though the king made no immediate

move toward fulfilling his glowing promises, he yet

keoi David by him throughout the war against the Phil-

istines. He even made him a leader among the soldiers,

their general in some sort, so that the untried youth must

have led Israel to victory even as the pure maid Joan of

Arc led France.

It is recorded that "David went out whithersoever Saul

sent him, and behaved himself wisely." Then, at the

close of the war, which may have been a year or more

after the defeat of Goliath, there was a great celebration

in Jerusalem. The victorious troops were welcomed

with songs and dances and processions, at which David

"was accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in

the sight of Saul's servants."

As the rejoicing people saw David they sang a song,

whose very words have come down to us:

"Saul hath slain his thousands,

And David his ten thousands."
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g>aul ^>us;pect£ Babtb
BY ERNEST NORMAND, A CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH

ARTIST.

+
"And Saul eyed David from that day forward."—

/. Sam., 18, 9.

THE people's song of welcome proved unfortunate

for David. Its phrasing caught the jealous ear

of the king. He argued the matter with himself:

"They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to

me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he

have more but «the kingdom ?" That is to say, he felt

David to be more popular than himself, and more de-

serving. On what did his own tenure of his position

depend? The prophet Samuel had repudiated him;

the religious portion of the people shrank from him in

horror. If David did but proclaim himself king, would

not all Israel join him against Saul ? Thus did Saul

revolve the question in his mind, thinking now not of

Israel's good, but only of his own.

Meanwhile David had long been the established musician

of the king, soothing him in those fits of melancholy mad-

ness, as no other had the skill to do. He was also one of

Saul's armorbearers. But the jealous king now lost all

pleasure in David's music and watched him with suspicious

eyes, often doubtless as our picture shows him, inter-

rupting the strains of melody to peer deeply into the frank-

ly upturned face, as if to wrest from it some secret plot.
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^\}t €bti Spirit Cempts g>aul

AFTER CARLE VAN-LOO, A CELEBRATED FRENCH

ARTIST, DIED 1765.

" The evil spiritfrom God came upon Saul . . . and
Saul cast the javelin."—I. Sam., 18, 11.

THERE came a day on which Saul's jealousy burst

bounds. His evil spirit was plaguing him. Why
should he worry his mind ceaselessly about David,

when a single blow would end all doubt? The sudden

impulse overcame the horror of the deed, the slaying of

his own benefactor, of Israel's rescuer. Snatching up his

keen bladed javelin, which lay at hand, Saul hurled it at

David.

Apparently he strove twice to pierce his victim thus;

but the quick witted David evaded the blow, sudden as

it must have been. Perhaps dreading Saul's increasing

madness, he was ever on the watch for some such out-

break. He does not seem, nor do any of the court, to

have blamed Saul for the deed, attributing it not to deliber-

ate purpose but to the evil spirit which possessed the king.

Indeed we are told almost immediately afterward that

Saul began to talk seriously of performing his earlier

pledge and wedding David to his elder daughter, Merab.

The affair, however, came to nothing, David showing

little enthusiasm for it, while on Saul's part it may have

been a mere pretense; for shortly after we find him be-

stowing Merab on another and wealthier suitor.

lv-21









illicijai $re£enteb to ©abib

AFTER WOODFORDE, AN EARLY NINETEENTH CEN-

TURY ENGLISH ARTIST.

"Wherefore Saul said to David, Thou shall this day be

my son-in-law."—/. Sam., 18, 21.

IT
WAS after Merab's wedding that the romance of

love first entered David's checkered life. King

Saul had a younger daughter, Michal. Seeing David

so often in her father's house, Michal had learned to care

deeply for the bold yet gentle youth. Apparently he

returned her affection. The wily Saul, learning how the

matter stood, seized the opportunity to expose David to

new danger. To himself the king said, "Let not my hand

be upon him, but let the hand of the Philistines be upon

him." So he had his servants hint to David that while

a poor man could pay Saul no such dowry as was customary

for a king's daughter, yet that Saul had declared he would

accept as dowry the slaughter of a hundred Philistines.

By this time David must have known the little worth

of kingly promises, yet with a lover's eagerness, he seized

the chance. He promptly headed a raid into the enemy's

land; and, having slain not one but two hundred of the

dreaded Philistines, he returned and laid at Saul's feet

the bloody evidences of their death.

This time the king kept his promise. His wavering

mind saw in David's unexpected success a further proof

that God was befriending the young man. Doubtless

also his daughter's desire swayed him, for except in his

passionate moments Saul was ever a loving father. So

he presented Michal to David, and the young

lovers were married.
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Jonathan ^arnsi ffiabtb

BY W. S. STACEY. FROM "ONE HUNDRED BIBLE

STORIES," ISSUED BY THOMAS NELSON AND

"And Jonailubn told David, saying, Saul my father

seeketh to kill thee."—/. Sam., 19, 2.

FOR a moment, as Michal's husband, David stood

at the pinnacle of his early fortunes. Saul had set

his harsh rule firmly upon the Hebrews, and 'o be

his son-in-law was to be a very great personage in the land.

The king's trusted comrade Abner seems to have re-

mained his chief general. Jonathan, Saul's eldest, best

beloved son was ever at his father's side. But after these,

David was the chief man of the kingdom. He was the

active champion, always taking the field against the Phil-

istines; and, a new war arising with the old enemy, David

led the Israelites with such success that again the people

hailed him as their savior. Again the offensive echo of

their songs of praise rang through Saul's burning brain.

The king's wavering distrust of his popular general,

settled into a deadly malignity. He spoke plainly to his

more trusted servants, asking them to slay David. He
even broached the matter to his son Jonathan. This

loyal friend went at once to David with warning of his

danger, and the two planned for David's flight. But

meanwhile Jonathan faced his father openly, rebuking

him with sternness, and reminding him of David's faith-

fulness and of his vast services to Israel. Once more

Said's heart was touched with remorse, and he swore a

great oath, "As the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain."
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g>aul 9gam attack* Babtb
BY THE CELEBRATED FRENCH ILLUSTRATOR,

GUSTAVE DORE, DIED 1883.

"And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with

the javelin."—/. Sam., 19, 10.

NO PERMANENT peace between Saul and David

was possible, though they knew it not; for God

had wholly abandoned the one because of his evil

heart, and had chosen the other to succeed to Israel's

throne. Yet another time the vigorous young general

drew the attention of the entire country by bold exploits

against the Philistines; and yet another time the king's

better mood was shaken by that "evil spirit from the

Lord."

David was playing on the harp for the king, as aforetime,

in the palace; and Saul rushed upon the musician with his

javelin seeking to thrust him through, to pin him to the

wall. "But he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and

he smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and

escaped that night." That was the final break between

the two men. Never again did "the sweet musician"

seat himself with his harp in the presence of the crazed

and jealous king.
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Babtb's Jfltgfjt

FROM THE BIBLICAL SERIES BY GUSTAVE DORE,

NOTED FOR THEIR DRAMATIC VIGOR.

+
"So Michal let David down through a window: and he

went, and fled, and escaped."—/. Sam., 19, 12.

SAD indeed was the situation thus established in the

family of Saul. The young folk were bound to-

gether by the tenderest ties. Michal was David's

beloved wife; Jonathan not only his brother-in-law but his

very brother, his closest, most loyal friend, another self.

Yet these three had either to submit to the savagery of

Saul or rebel against him. Saul's children loved their

father. David also gave him affection, honored him to

some extent, and held him in reverence as the "Lord's

anointed." How could David, who had himself been

anointed by the prophet Samuel, declare that that solemn

ceremony was of no effect, and rebel against Saul, whose

title to the kingship was prior and exactly similar to his

own?
When David fled from the mad king's presence, the

latter sent men to watch his house and seize him. Michal

learned of this; and, making hasty choice between duty

to her father and to her husband, she warned David.

"If thou save not thy life to-night, to-morrow thou shalt

be slain." Perhaps their house stood upon the city wall,

even as Rahab's had stood in Jericho in the days of Joshua;

for Michal lowered her husband from a window by some

hastily arranged device, perchance of her own garments.

So David fled from Jerusalem.
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jHtcfmffi; Stratagem
BY OTTMAR ELLIGER THE YOUNGER, A DUTCH ARTIST,

NOTED FOR HIS ARCHITECTURAL SPLENDOR

OF DESIGN, DIED 1732.

+
"And when the messengers were come in, behold, there

was an image in the bed, with a pillow of goafs hairfor his

bolster"—I. Sam., 19, 16.

LIKE the true-hearted wife she was, Michal, when

left alone after David's flight to shelter herself

from her father's wrath, did not think first of her

own danger. She wanted to secure her husband from

pursuit. So she made use of an "image," apparently a

lifesize figure of some god, the presence of which in Saul's

household hints strongly at his waning faith in the Lord.

This image she arranged in David's bed; and, when Saul's

messengers came for her husband, she pointed to the

figure and told them David was too ill to go with them.

When they reported this to Saul, the fierce king bade

them drag the sick man to him on the bed , that he might

slay him with his own hand. When they came to do this,

the trick was discovered; but so much time had been

gained that David was safe.

Michal, being confronted by her angry father, escaped

his wrath by further deception. Though strong for those

she loved, she was not strong in truth for truth's own sake.

She pretended that she would have hindered David, but

that he had terrified her with threats. "He said unto me,

Let me go; why should I kill thee ?" So Michal remained

dwelling in favor with her father, a fact which afterward

brought her to much sorrow.
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FIRST KINGS II—JO.\B AND SHIMEI SLAIN 601

28 ^ Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned after Adoni-
jah, though he turned not after Absalom. And Joab fled unto the
tabernacle of the Lord, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.

29 And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled into the taber-

nacle of the Lord; and, behold, he is by the altar. Then Solomon
sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon him.

30 And Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the Lord, and said

unto him, Thus saith the king, Come forth. And he said, Nay; but
I will die here. And Benaiah brought the king word again, saying,

Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me.
31 And the king said unto him, Do as he hath said, and fall upon

him, and bury him; that thou mayest take away the innocent blood,
which Joab shed, from me, and from the house of my father.

32 And the Lord shall return his blood upon his own head, who
fell upon two men more righteous and better than he, and slew them
with the sword, my father David not knowing thereof, to wit, Abner
the son of Ner, captain of the host of Israel, and Amasa the son of

Jether, captain of the host of Judah.
33 Their blood shall therefore return upon the head of Joab, and

upon the head of his seed for ever: but upon David, and upon his

seed, and upon his house, and upon his throne, shall there be peace
for ever from the Lord.

34 So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up, and fell upon him,
and slew him: and he was buried in his own house in the wilderness.

3.5 T[ And the king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his room
over the host: and Zadok the priest did the king put in the room of

Abiathar.

36 K And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him,
Build thee an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not forth

thence any whither.

37 For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest over

the brook Kidron, thou shalt know for certain that thou ?ha!t surely

die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head.

38 And Shimei said unto the king. The saying is good: as my lord

the king hath said, so will thy servant do. And Shin?ei dwelt in

Jerusalem many days.

39 And it came to pass at the end of three years, that two of the

servants of Shimei ran away unto Achish son of Maacail king of Gath.

And they told Shimei, saying, Behold, thy servants be in Gath.

40 And Shimei arose, and saddled his ass, and went to Gath to

Achish to seek his servants: and Shimei went, and brought his ser-

vants from Gath.
41 And it was told Solomon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem

to Gath, and was come again.

42 And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him.



602 FIRST KINGS III GOD'S GIFT TO SOLOMON

Did I not make thee to swear by the Lord, and protested unto thee,

saying. Know for a certain, that on the day thou goest out, and walk-

est abroad any whither, that thou shalt surely die? and thou saidst

unto me, The word that I have heard is good.

43 Why then hast thou not kept the oath of the Lord, and the com-
mandment that I have charged thee with ?

44 The king said moreover to Shimei, Thou knowest all the wicked-

ness which thine heart is privy to, that thou didst to David my father:

therefore the Lord shall return thy wickedness upon thine own head;

45 And king Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David
shall be established before the Lord for ever.

46 So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; which
went out, and fell upon him, that he died. And the kingdom was
established in the hand of Solomon.

Chapter 3
1 Solomon mam'eth Pharaoh's daughter. 2 High places being in use, Solomon sacrificeth at Gibeon. 5 Solomon
at Gibeon, in the choice which God gave him., preferring wisdom, obtaineth wisdom, riches, and honour. 16
Solomon's judgment between the two harlots maketh him renowned.

ND Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and
took Pharaoh's daughter, and brought her into the city of

David, until he had made an end of building his own house,

and the house of the Lord, and the wall of Jerusalem round about.

2 Only the people sacrificed in high places, because there was no
house built unto the name of the Lord, until those days.

3 And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David
his father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places.

4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that ivas the

great high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon
that altar.

5 ^[ In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee.

6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David
my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth,

and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou

hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son

to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

7 And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king

instead of David my father : and I am but a little child : I know not how
to go out or come in.

8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast

chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for

multitude.

9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy

people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able

to judge this thy so great a people ?



FIRST KINGS III—THE TWO WOMEN JUDGED 603

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked
this thing.

11 And God said unto him. Because thou hast asked this thing,

and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for

thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for

thyself understanding to discern judgment;
12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given

thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like

thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.

13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked,

both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among the

kings like unto thee all thy days.

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my
commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen

thy days.

15 And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it ivas a dream. And he
came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of the

Lord, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings,

and made a feast to all his servants.

16 % Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the

king, and stood before him.

17 And the one woman said, O my lord, I and this woman dwell

in one house; and I was delivered of a child with her in the house.

18 And it came to pass the third day after that I was delivered,

that this woman was delivered also: and we were together; there was
no stranger with us in the house, save we two in the house.

19 And this woman's child died in the night; because she overlaid

it.

20 And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me,

while thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her

dead child in my bosom.
21 And when I rose in the morning to give my child suck, behold,

it was dead: but when I had considered it in the morning, behold,

it was not my son, which I did bear.

22 And the other woman said, Nay; but the living is my son, and

the dead is thy son. And this said,' No, but the dead is thy son,

and the living is my son. Thus they spake before the king.

23 Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that liveth,

and thy son is the dead: and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is

the dead, and my son is the living.

24 And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a

sword before the king.

25 And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give

half to the one, and half to the other.

26 Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king,
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for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O my lord, give

her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the other said, Let

it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it.

27 Then the king answered and said, Give her the living child,

and in no wise slay it: she is the mother thereof.

28 And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged;

and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was
in him, to do judgment.

Cfjapter 4
1 Solomon's princes. 7 His twelve officers for provision. 20, 24 The peace and largeness of his kingdom. 22 His
daily provision. 26 His stables. 29 His wisdom.

O king Solomon was king over all Israel.

2 And these were the princes which he had; Azariah the

son of Zadok the priest,

3 Elihoreph and Ahiah, the sons of Shisha, scribes; Jehoshaphat

the son of Ahilud, the recorder.

4 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the host: and Zadok
and Abiathar were the priests:

5 And Azariah the son of Nathan was over the officers: and Zabud
the son of Nathan was principal officer, and the king's friend:

6 And Ahishar was over the household: and Adoniram the son of

Abda was over the tribute.

7 If And Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, which pro-

vided victuals for the king and his household: each man his month
in a year made provision.

8 And these are their names: The son of Hur, in mount Ephraim:

9 The son of Dekar, in Makaz, and in Shaalbim, and Beth-shemesh,

and Elon-beth-hanan

:

10 The son of Hesed, in Aruboth; to him pertained Sochoh, and
all the land of Hepher:

11 The son of Abinadab, in all the region of Dor; which had Tap-
hath the daughter of Solomon to wife:

12 Baana the son of Ahilud; to him pertained Taanach and Me-
giddo, and all Beth-shean, which is by Zartanah beneath Jezreel,

from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, even unto the place that is beyond

Jokneam

:

i3 The son of Geber, in Ramoth-gilead; to him pertained the

towns of Jair the son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead; to him also

pertained the region of Argob, which is in Bashan, threescore great

cities with walls and brasen bars:

14 Ahinadab the son of Iddo had Mahanaim:
15 Ahimaaz was in Naphtali; he also took Basmath the daughter

of Solomon to wife:

16 Baanah the son of Hushai was in Asher and in Aloth:



FIRST KINGS IV—SOLOMON'S SPLENDOR 605

17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issachar.

18 Shimei the son of Elah, in Benjamin.
19 Geber the son of Uri was in the country of Gilead, in the country

of Sihon king of the Amorites, and of Og king of Bashan; and he ivas

the only officer which was in the land. '

20 ^f Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea

in multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry.

21 And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river unto the

land of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: they brought

presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life.

22 If And Solomon's provision for one day was thirty measures
of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal,

23 Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and an
hundred sheep, besides harts, and roebucks, and fallowdeer and
fatted fowl.

L24 For he had dominion over all the region on this side the river,

from Tiphsah even to Azzah, 1 over all the kings on this side the river:

and he had peace on all sides round about him.

25 And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine

and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of

Solomon.
26 If And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his

chariots, 2 and twelve thousand horsemen.
27 And those officers provided victual for king Solomon, and for

all that came unto king Solomon's table, every man in his month:
they lacked nothing.

28 Barley also and straw for the horses and dromedaries 3 brought

they unto the place where the officers were, every man according to

his charge.

29 ^f And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding

much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore.

30 And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children

of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt.

31 For he was wiser than all men: than Ethan the Ezrahite, and

Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame

wTas in all nations round about.

32 And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a

thousand and five.

33 And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon
even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also

of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes.

34 And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon,

from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom.

'Azzah is the same as Gaza, the Philistine city. -In [I. Chron. !), 25, the number of stalls is given as

four thousand. 3The Revised Version alters "dromedaries" to "swift steeds."
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Chapter 5

1 Hiram, sending to congratulate Solomon, is certified of his purpose to build the temple, and desired to furnish
him v;ith timber thereto. 7 Hiram, blessing God for Solomon, and requesting food for his family, furnisheth him
with trees. 13 The number of Solomon's workmen and labourers.

ND Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon; for

he had heard that they had anointed him king in the room
of his father: for Hiram was ever a lover of David.

2 And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,

3 Thou knowest how that David my father could not build an
house unto the name of the Lord his God for the wars which were
about him on every side, until the Lord put them under the soles of

his feet.

4 But now the Lord my God hath given me rest on every side,

so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent.

5 And, behold, I purpose to build an house unto the name of the

Lord my God, as the Lord spake unto David my father, saying,

Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build

an house unto my name.
6 Now therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees out

of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy servants: and unto
thee will I give hire for thy servants according to all that thou shalt

appoint: for thou knowest that there is not among us any that can
skill to hew timber like unto the Sidonians.

7 If And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon,
that he rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed be the Lord this day, which
hath given unto David a wise son over this great people.

8 And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have considered the things

which thou sentest to me for: and I will do all thy desire concerning

timber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir.

9 My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon unto the sea:

and I will convey them by sea in floats unto the place that thou shalt

appoint me, and will cause them to be discharged there, and thou

shalt receive them: and thou shalt accomplish my desire, in giving

food for my household.

10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees according to

all his desire.

11 And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand measures of wheat

for food to his household, and twenty measures of pure oil : thus gave

Solomon to Hiram year by year.

12 And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him:

and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon: and they two
made a league together.

13 ^| And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; and the

levy was thirty thousand men.
14 And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month by courses:
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a month they were in Lebanon, and two months at home: and Ado-
niram was over the levy.

15 And Solomon had threescore and ten thousand that hare bur-

dens, and fourscore thousand hewers in the mountains;
16 Beside the chief of Solomon's officers which were over the work,

three thousand and three hundred, which ruled over the people that

wrought in the work.
17 And the kino- commanded, and thev brought great stones,

costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the foundation of the house.

18 And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders did hew them,

and the stonesquarers: 1 so they prepared timber and stones to build

the house.

Cfjapter 6
1 The building of Solomon's temple. 5 The chambers thereof. 11 God's promise unto it. 15 The ceiling and
adorning of it. 23 The cherubims. 31 The doors. 36 The court. 37 The time of building it.

ND it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year

after the children of Israel were come out of the land of

Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in

the month Zif , which is the second month, that he began to build the

house of the Lord.
2 And the house which king Solomon built for the Lord, the

length thereof was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty
cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits.

3 And the porch before the temple of the house, twenty cubits

was the length thereof, according to the breadth of the house; and
ten cubits teas the breadth thereof before the house.

4 And for the house he made windows of narrow lights.
2

5 ^f And against the wall of the house he built chambers round
about, against the walls of the house round about, botJi of the temple

and of the oracle: and he made chambers round about:

6 The nethermost chamber was five cubits broad, and the middle

was six cubits broad, and the third was seven cubits broad : for with-

out in the wall of the house he made narrowed rests round about,

that the beams should not be fastened in the walls of the house.

7 And the house, when it was in building, was built of stone made
ready before it was brought thither: so that there was neither ham-
mer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in

building.

8 The door for the middle chamber was in the right side of the

house: and they went up with winding stairs into the middle chamber,

and out of the middle into the third.

9 So he built the house, and finished it; and covered the house

with beams and boards of cedar.

'Instead of "stonesquarers" this should read with the Revised Version "Gebalites." Gebal was a city

near Lebanon, about 20 miles north of Beirut. "The Revised Version calls these " windows of fixed lattice

work." What is meant by fixed lattice work here is not certain.
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10 And then he built chambers against all the house, five cubits

high: and they rested on the house with timber of cedar.

1

1

^f And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, saying,

12 Concerning this house which thou art in building, if thou wilt

walk in my statutes, and execute my judgments, and keep all my
commandments to walk in them; then will I perform my word with
thee, which I spake unto David thy father:

13 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not
forsake my people Israel.

14 So Solomon built the house, and finished it.

15 And he built the walls of the house within with boards of cedar,

both the floor of the house, and the walls of the ceiling: and he cov-

ered them on the inside with wood, and covered the floor of the house
with planks of fir.

1

16 And he built twenty cubits on the sides of the house, both the
floor and the walls with boards of cedar: he even built them for it

within, even for the oracle, even for the most holy place.

17 And the house, that is, the temple before it, was forty cubits long.

18 And the cedar of the house within was carved with knops and
open flowers: all was cedar; there was no stone seen.

19 And the oracle he prepared in the house within, to set there the
ark of the covenant of the Lord.

20 And the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits in length, and
twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the height thereof:

and he overlaid it with pure gold; and so covered the altar which was
of cedar.

21 So Solomon overlaid the house within with pure gold: and he
made a partition by the chains of gold before the oracle; and he
overlaid it with gold.

22 And the whole house he overlaid with gold, until he had fin-

ished all the house: also the whole altar that was by the oracle he
overlaid with gold.

23 ^[ And within the oracle he made two cherubims of olive tree,

each ten cubits high.

24 And five cubits was the one wing of the cherub, and five cubits

the other wing of the cherub : from the uttermost part of the one wing
unto the uttermost part of the other were ten cubits.

25 And the other cherub was ten cubits: both the cherubims were
of one measure and one size.

26 The height of the one cherub was ten cubits, and so was it of

the other cherub.
27 And he set the cherubims within the inner house: and they

stretched forth the wings of the cherubims, so that the wing of the
one touched the one wall, and the wing of the other cherub touched

'This word "fir" can also be translated "cypress" wherever it occurs.
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the other wall; and their wings touched one another in the midst
of the house.

28 And he overlaid the cherubims with gold.

29 And he carved all the walls of the house round about with
carved figures of cherubims and palm trees and open flowers, within
and without.

30 And the floor of the house he overlaid with gold, within and
without.

31 If And for the entering of the oracle he made doors of olive tree:

the lintel and side posts icere a fifth part of the wall.

32 The two doors also were of olive tree; and he carved upon them
carvings of cherubims and palm trees and open flowers, and over-
laid them with gold, and spread gold upon the cherubims, and upon
the palm trees.

33 So also made he for the door of the temple posts of olive tree,

a fourth part of the wall.

34 And the two doors were of fir tree: the two leaves of the one
door were folding, and the two leaves of the other door were folding.

35 And he carved thereon cherubims and paim trees and open
flowers: and covered them with gold fitted upon the carved work.

36 ^f And he built the inner court with three rows of hewed stone,

and a row of cedar beams.
37 Tf In the fourth year was the foundation of the house of the

Lord laid, in the month Zif

:

38 And in the eleventh year, in the month Bui, which is the eighth

month, was the house finished throughout all the parts thereof, and
according to all the fashion of it. So was he seven years in building it.

Chapter 7
1 The building of Solomon's house. 2 Of the house of Lebanon. 6 Of the porch of pillars. 7 Of the porch of
judgment. 8 Of the house for Pharaoh's daughter. 13 Hiram's work of the two pillars. 23 Of the molten sea.

27 Of the ten bases. 38 Of the ten lavers, 40 and all the vessels.

JUT Solomon was building his own house thirteen years, and
he finished all his house.

2 If He built also the house of the forest of Lebanon; 1

;he length thereof was an hundred cubits, and the breadth thereof

fifty cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon four rows of

cedar pillars, with cedar beams upon the pillars.

3 And it was covered with cedar above upon the beams, that lay

on forty five pillars, fifteen in a row.

4 And there were windows in three rows, and light was against light

in three ranks.

5 And all the doors and posts were square, with the windows: and
light was against light in three ranks.

JThe Revised Version alters this verse, so that the entire passage refers to Solomon's own house as being

built of the Lebanon wood.
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6 ^ And he made a porch of pillars; the length thereof was fifty

cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty cubits: and the porch was
before them: and the other pillars and the thick beam were before

them.
7 \ Then he made a porch for the throne where he might judge,

even the porch of judgment: and it was covered with cedar from one

side of the floor to the other.

8 ^[ And his house where he dwelt had another court within the

porch, which was of the like work. Solomon made also an house

for Pharaoh's daughter, whom he had taken to wife, like unto this

porch.

9 All these were of costly stones, according to the measures of

hewed stones, sawed with saws, within and without, even from the

foundation unto the coping, and so on the outside toward the great

court.

10 And the foundation was of costly stones, even great stones,

stones of ten cubits, and stones of eight cubits.

11 And above were costly stones, after the measures of hewed
stones and cedars.

12 And the great court round about was with three rows of hewed
stones, and a row of cedar beams, both for the inner court of the

house of the Lord, and for the porch of the house.

13 If And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre.

14 He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father

was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he was filled with wisdom,

and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass. And
he came to king Solomon, and wrought all his work.

15 For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high apiece:

and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them about.

16 And he made two chapiters of molten brass, to set upon the

tops of the pillars: the height of the one chapiter was five cubits, and

the height of the other chapiter was five cubits:

17 And nets of checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for the

chapiters which were upon the top of the pillars; seven for the one

chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter.

18 And he made the pillars, and two rows round about upon the

one network, to cover the chapiters that were upon the top, with

pomegranates: and so did he for the other chapiter.

19 And the chapiters that were upon the top of the pillars were

of lily work in the porch, four cubits.

20 And the chapiters upon the two pillars had pomegranates also

above, over against the belly which was by the network: and the

pomegranates were two hundred in rows round about upon the other

chapiter.

21 And he set up the pillars in the porch of the temple: and he
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set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin: and he
set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz. 1

22 And upon the top of the pillars was lily work: so was the work
of the pillars finished.

23
*l\
And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the one brim

to the other: it was round all about, and his height was five cubits:

and a line of thirty cubits did compass it round about.
24 And under the brim of it round about there were knops com-

passing it, ten in a cubit, compassing the sea round about: the knops
were cast in two rows, when it was cast.

25 It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward the north,

and three looking toward the west, and three looking toward the
south, and three looking toward the east: and the sea was set above
upon them, and all their hinder parts were inward.

26 And it was an hand breadth thick, and the brim thereof was
wrought like the brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies: it contained
two thousand baths.

27
^f
And he made ten bases of brass; four cubits was the length

of one base, and four cubits the breadth thereof, and three cubits the

height of it.

28 And the work of the bases was on this manner: they had bor-

ders, and the borders were between the ledges:

29 And on the borders that were between the ledges were lions,

oxen, and cherubims : and upon the ledges there ivas a base above : and
beneath the lions and oxen were certain additions made of thin work. 2

30 And every base had four brasen wheels, and plates of brass:

and the four corners thereof had undersetters : under the laver were

undersetters molten, at the side of every addition.

31 And the mouth of it within the chapiter and above was a cubit:

but the mouth thereof was round after the work of the base, a cubit

and an half: and also upon the mouth of it were gravings with their

borders, foursquare, not round.

32 And under the borders were four wheels; and the axletrees of

the wheels were joined to the base: and the height of a wheel was a

cubit and half a cubit.

33 And the work of the wheels was like the work of a chariot

wheel: their axletrees, and their naves, and their felloes, and their

spokes, were all molten.

34 And there were four undersetters to the four corners of one base:

and the undersetters were of the very base itself.

35 And in the top of the base was there a round compass of half

a cubit high: and on the top of the base the ledges thereof and the

borders thereof ivere of the same.

"Jachin means "he shall establish": Boaz perhaps means "in it is strength." 2The Revised Version
changes the last phrase to "wreaths of hanging work."
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36 For on the plates of the ledges thereof, and on the borders

thereof, he graved cherubims, lions, and palm trees, according to the

proportion of every one, and additions round about.

37 After this manner he made the ten bases: all of them had one

casting, one measure, and one size.

38 *f Then made he ten lavers of brass : one laver contained forty

baths: and every laver was four cubits: and upon every one of the

ten bases one laver.

39 And he put five bases on the right side of the house, and five on
the left side of the house: and he set the sea on the right side of the

house eastward over against the south.

40 If And Hiram made the lavers, and the shovels, and the basons.

So Hiram made an end of doing all the work that he made king

Solomon for the house of the Lord :

41 The two pillars, and the two bowls of the chapiters that were on

the top of two pillars; and the two networks, to cover the two bowls

of the chapiters which were upon the top of the pillars;

42 And four hundred pomegranates for the two networks, even

two rows of pomegranates for one network, to cover the two bowls of

the chapiters that were upon the pillars;

43 And the ten bases, and ten lavers on the bases;

44 And one sea, and twelve oxen under the sea;

45 And the pots, and the shovels, and the basons: and all these

vessels, which Hiram made to king Solomon for the house of the

Lord, were of bright brass.

46 In the plain of Jordan did the king cast them, in the clay ground
between Succoth and Zarthan.

47 And Solomon left all the vessels unweighed, because they

were exceeding many: neither was the weight of the brass found

out.

48 And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained unto the house

of the Lord: the altar of gold, and the table of gold, whereupon the

shewbread was,

49 And the candlesticks of pure gold, five on the right side, and
five on the left, before the oracle, with the flowers, and the lamps, and
the tongs of gold,

50 And the bowls, and the snuffers, and the basons, and the spoons,

and the censers o/pure gold; and the hinges o/gold, both for the doors

of the inner house, the most holy place, and for the doors of the house,

to wit, of the temple.

51 So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the

house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the things which
David his father had dedicated; even the silver, and the gold, and the

vessels, did he put among the treasures of the house of the

Lord.
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Chapter 8
1 The feast of the dedication of the temple. 12, 54 Solomon's blessing. 22 Solomon's prayer. 62 His sacrifice

HEX Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the
heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children

5£| of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might
bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of David,
which is Zion.

2 And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solo-
mon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh
month.

3 And all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark.

4 And they brought up the ark of the Lord, and the tabernacle
of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were in the taber-
nacle, even those did the priests and the Levites bring up.

5 And king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel that were
assembled unto him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep
and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for multitude.

6 And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord
unto his place, into the oracle of the house, to the most holy 'place,

even under the wings of the cherubims.
7 For the cherubims spread forth their two wings over the place

of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the staves thereof

above.

8 And they drew out the staves, that the ends of the staves were
seen out in the holy place before the oracle, and they were not seen

without: and there they are unto this day.

9 There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone, which
Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the

children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt.

10 And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the

holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord.
11 So that the priests could not stand to minister because of the

cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord.
12 *[ Then spake Solomon, The Lord said that he would dwell in

the thick darkness.

13 I have surely built thee an house to dwell in, a settled place for

thee to abide in for ever.

14 And the king turned his face about, and blessed all the congre-

gation of Israel: (and all the congregation of Israel stood;)

15 And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which spake

with his mouth unto David my father, and hath with his hand fulfilled

it, saying,

16 Since the day that I brought forth my people Israel out of Egypt,

I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel to build an house, that
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my name might be therein; but I chose David to be over my people

Israel.

17 And it was in the heart of David my father to build an house

for the name of the Lord God of Israel.

18 And the Lord said unto David my father, Whereas it was in

thine heart to build an house unto my name, thou didst well that it

was in thine heart.

19 Nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son that

shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build the house unto my
name.

20 And the Lord hath performed his word that he spake, and
I am risen up in the room of David my father, and sit on the throne

of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built an house for the

name of the Lord God of Israel.

21 And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein is the covenant

of the Lord, which he made with our fathers, when he brought

them out of the land of Egypt.

22 ^f And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the pres-

ence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands
toward heaven:

23 And he said, Lord God of Israel, there is no God like thee,

in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and
mercy with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart:

24 Who hast kept with thy servant David my father that thou

promisedst him: thou spakest also with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled

%t with thine hand, as it is this day.

25 Therefore now, Lord God of Israel, keep with thy servant

David my father that thou promisedst him, saying, There shall not

fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; so that thy

children take heed to their way, that they walk before me as thou

hast walked before me.
26 And now, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified,

which thou spakest unto thy servant David my father.

27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth ? behold, the heaven

and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this

house that I have builded ?

28 Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to

his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and to

the prayer, which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day:

29 That thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day,

even toward the place of which thou hast said, My name shall be

there: that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer which thy servant

shall make toward this place.

30 And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and
of thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: and
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hear tjiou in heaven thy dwelling place: and when thou nearest,
forgive.

31 If If any man trespass against his neighbour, and an oath be
laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath come before thine
altar in this house:

32 Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants,
condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his head; and justi-

fying the righteous, to give him according to his righteousness.

33 % When thy people Israel be smitten down before the enemy,
because they have sinned against thee, and shall turn again to thee,

and confess thy name, and pray, and make supplication unto thee
in this house:

34 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people
Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou gavest unto
their fathers.

35 Tf When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they
have sinned against thee; if they pray toward this place, and confess

thy name, and turn from their sin, when thou afflictest them

:

36 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants,

and of thy people Israel, that thou teach them the good way wherein
they should walk, and give rain upon thy land, which thou hast
given to thy people for an inheritance.

37 ^[ If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, blasting,

mildew, locust, or if there be caterpillar; if their enemy besiege them
in the land of their cities; whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness

there be;

38 What prayer and .supplication soever be made by any man, or

by all thy people Israel, which shall know every man the plague of his

own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house:

39 Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and
do, and give to every man according to his ways, whose heart thou
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the chil-

dren of men;)
40 That they may fear thee all the days that they live in the land

which thou gavest unto our fathers.

41 Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of thy people Israel,

but cometh out of a far country for thy name's sake;

42 (For they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy strong hand,

and of thy stretched out arm;) when he shall come and pray toward

this house;

43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do according to

all that the stranger calleth to thee for: that all people of the earth

may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy people Israel; and that

they may know that this house, which I have builded, is called by

thy name.
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44 ^[ If thy people go out to battle against their enemy, whitherso-

ever thou shalt send them, and shall pray unto the Lord toward the

city which thou hast chosen, and toward the house that I have built

for thy name:
45 Then hear thou in heaven their prayer and their supplication,

and maintain their cause.

46 If they sin against thee, (for there is no man that sinneth not,)

and thou be angry with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so

that they carry them away captives unto the land of the enemy, far

or near;

47 Yet if they shall bethink themselves in the land whither they

were carried captives, and repent, and make supplication unto thee

in the land of them that carried them captives, saying, We have
sinned, and have done perversely, we have committed wickedness;

48 And so return unto thee with all their heart, and with all their

soul, in the land of their enemies, which led them away captive, and
pray unto thee toward their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers,

the city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have built

for thy name:
49 Then hear thou their prayer and their supplication in heaven

thy dwelling place, and maintain their cause,

50 And forgive thy people that have sinned against thee, and all

their transgressions wherein they have transgressed against thee, and
give them compassion before them who carried them captive, that

they may have compassion on them:
51 For they be thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou

broughtest forth out of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of iron

:

52 That thine eyes may be open unto the supplication of thy ser-

vant, and unto the supplication of thy people Israel, to hearken unto

them in all that they call for unto thee.

53 For thou didst separate them from among all the people of the

earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses thy

servant, when thou broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord God.
54 ^| And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying

all this prayer and supplication unto the Lord, he arose from before

the altar of the Lord from kneeling on his knees with his hands
spread up to heaven.

55 And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel with

a loud voice, saying,

56 Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his people Israel,

according to all that he promised: there hath not failed one word of

all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his

servant.

57 The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let

him not leave us, nor forsake us:
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58 That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his

ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his

judgments, which he commanded our lathers.

59 And let these my words, wherewith I have made supplication

before the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our God day and night,

that he maintain the cause of his servant, and the cause of his people
Israel at all times, as the matter shall require:

60 That all the people of the earth may know that the Lord is

God, and that there is none else.

61 Let your heart therefore be perfect with the Lord our God, to

walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day.

62 If And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before

the Lord.
63 And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he

offered unto the Lord, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hun-

dred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children

of Israel dedicated the house of the Lord.
64 The same day did the king hallow the middle of the court that

was before the house of the Lord: for there he offered burnt offerings.

and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings: because the

brasen altar that was before the Lord teas too little to receive the

burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings.

65 And at that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with him,

a great congregation, from the entering in of Ilamath unto the river

of Egypt, before the Lord our God, seven days and seven days,

even fourteen days.

66 On the eighth day he sent the people away: and they blessed

the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for all

the goodness that the Lord had done for David his servant, and for

Israel his people.

Chapter 9
1 God's covenant in a vision with Solomon. 10 The mutual presents of Solomon and Hiram. 15 In Solomon's

works the Gentiles were his bondmen, the Israelites honourable servants, l'1 Pharaoh's daughter removeth to her

house. 25 Solomon's yearly solemn sacrifices. 26 His navy fetcheth gold from Oi>lnr.

ND it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the building

of the house of the Lord, and the king's house, and all Solo-

mon's desire which he was pleased to do,

i That the Lord appeared to Solomon the second time, as he had

appeared unto him at Gibeon.

3 And the Lord said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and thy

supplication, that thou hast made before me: I have hallowed this

house, which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and

mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.

4 And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked,

in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do according to all that
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I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my judg-
ments :

5 Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for

ever, as I promised to David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee

a man upon the throne of Israel.

C But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your children,

and will not keep my commandments and my statutes which I have
set before you, but go and serve other gods, and worship them:

7 Then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them;
and this house, which I have hallowed for my name, will I cast out
of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all

people

:

8 And at this house, which is high, every one that passeth by it

shall be astonished, and shall hiss; and they shall say, Why hath the

Lord done thus unto this land, and to this house ?

9 And they shall answer, Because they forsook the Lord their God,
who brought forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have
taken hold upon other gods, and have worshipped them, and served

them: therefore hath the Lord brought upon them all this evil.

10 ^[ And it came to pass at the end of twenty years, when Solomon
had built the two houses, the house of the Lord, and the king's house,

11 (Now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solomon with
cedar trees and fir trees, and with gold, according to all his desire,)

that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of

Galilee.

12 And Hiram came out from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon
had given him; and they pleased him not.

13 And he said, What cities are these which thou hast given me,
my brother ? And he called them the land of Cabul unto this day.

14 And Hiram sent to the king sixscore talents of gold.

15 ^[ And this is the reason of the levy which king Solomon raised;

for to build the house of the Lord, and his own house, and Millo, 1

and the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer.

16 For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken Gezer, and
burnt it with fire, and slain the Canaanites that dwelt in the city,

and given itfor a present unto his daughter, Solomon's wife.

17 And Solomon built Gezer, and Beth-lioron the nether,

18 And Baalath, and Tadmor in the wilderness, in the land,

19 And all the cities of store that Solomon had, and cities for his

chariots, and cities for his horsemen, and that which Solomon desired

to build in Jerusalem, 2 and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his

dominion.
20 And all the people that were left of the Amorites, Hittites,

'What this "Millo" was is not positively known; probably an arsenal or military exercising: ground,
or perhaps a fortified viaduct connecting the palace hill with the temple hill. See chapter 10, verse 5. 2The
Revised Version reads "desired to build for his pleasure in Jerusalem."
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Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, which were not of the children
of Israel,

21 Their children that were left after them in the land, whom the
children of Israel also were not able utterly to destroy, upon those
did Solomon levy a tribute of bondservice unto this day.

22 But of the children of Israel did Solomon make no bondmen:
but they were men of war, and his servants, and his princes, and his

captains, and rulers of his chariots, and his horsemen.
23 These were the chief of the officers that were over Solomon's

work, five hundred and fifty, which bare rule over the people that

wrought in the work.

24 If But Pharaoh's daughter came up out of the city of David
unto her house which Solomon had built for her: then did he build

Millo.

25 ^ And three times in a year did Solomon offer burnt offerings

and peace offerings upon the altar which he built unto the Lord,
and he burnt incense upon the altar that was before the Lord. So
he finished the house.

26 Tf And king Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezion-geber,

which is beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red sea, in the land of Edcm.
27 And Hiram sent in the navy his servants, shipmen that had

knowledge of the sea, with the servants of Solomon.
28 And they came to Ophir, and fetched from thence gold, four

hundred and twenty talents, and brought it to king Solomon.

Chapter 10
1 The queen of Sheba admireth the wisdom of Solomon. 14 Solomon's gold. 16 His targets. 18 The throne

of ivory. 21 His vessels. 24 His presents. 26 His chariots and horsemen. 28 His tribute.

ND when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon
concerning the name of the Lord, she came to prove him
with hard questions.

2 And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels

that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and when
she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was

in her heart.

3 And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not any thing

hid from the king, which he told her not.

4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon's wisdom,

and the house that he had built,

5 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and

the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbearers,

and his ascent by which he went up unto the house of the Lord;

there was no more spirit in her.

6 And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine

own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom.
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7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes

had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and
prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard.

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which stand
continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.

9 Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set

thee on the throne of Israel: because the Lord loved Israel for ever,

therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.

10 And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents of gold,

and of spices very great store, and precious stones: there came no
more such abundance of spices as these which the queen of Sheba
gave to king Solomon.

11 And the navy also of Hiram, that brought gold from Ophir,
brought in from Ophir great plenty of almug trees, 1 and precious
stones.

12 And the king made of the almug trees pillars
2
for the house of

the Lord, and for the king's house, harps also and psalteries for

singers: there came no such almug trees, nor were seen unto this day.
13 And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all her desire,

whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solomon gave her of his royal

bounty. So she turned and went to her own country, she and her
servants.

14 ^f Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year
was six hundred threescore and six talents of gold, 3

'15 Beside that he had of the merchantmen, and of the traffick of

the spice merchants, and of all the kings of Arabia, and of the gov-
ernors of the country.

16 If And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold:

six hundred shekels of gold went to one target.

17 And he made three hundred shields of beaten gold; three pound
of gold went to one shield: and the king put them in the house of

the forest of Lebanon.
18 Tf Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and over-

laid it with the best gold.

19 The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round
behind: and there were stays on either side on the place of the seat,

and two lions stood beside the stays.

20 And twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the other

upon the six steps: there was not the like made in any kingdom.
21 If And all king Solomon's drinking vessels ivere of gold, and

all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold;

none were of silver: it was nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon.
22 For the king had at sea a navy of Tharshish with the navy of

lThese almug or algum trees were probably sandal wood. -The word translated "pillar" means in
Hebrew a "prop," "support." But the precise meaning here is unknown. 3666 talents of gold would have
a value of about twenty million dollars.
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Hiram: once in three years came the navy of Tharshish, bringing
gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks.

23 So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches

and for wisdom,
24 K And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his wisdom,

which God had put in his heart.

25 And they brought every man his present, vessels of silver, and
vessels of gold, and garments, and armour, and spices, horses, and
mules, a rate year by year.

26 ^f And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen: and
he had a thousand and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand
horsemen, whom he bestowed in the cities for chariots, and with the

king at Jerusalem.
27 And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, and

cedars made he to be as the sycamore trees that are in the vale, for

abundance.
28 ^[ And Solomon had horses brought out of Egypt, and linen

yarn: the king's merchants received the linen yarn at a price. 1

29 And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt for six hundred
shekels of silver, and an horse for an hundred and fifty: and so for all

the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, did they bring

them out by their means.

Cfjapter 11
1 Solomon's wives and concubines. 4 In his old age they draw him to idolatry. God threateneth him. 14 Solo-
mon's adversaries were Hadad, who was entertained in Egypt, 23 Rezon, who reigned in Damascus, 25 and Jero-
boam, to whom Ahijah prophesied. 41 Solomon's acts, reign, and death: Rehoboam succeedeth him.

TJT king Solomon loved many strange women, together with

the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammon-
ites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites;

2 Of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children

of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto

you : for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods : Solomon
clave unto these in love.

3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred

concubines: and his wives turned away his heart.

4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned

away his heart after other gods; and his heart was not perfect with

the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father.

5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians,

and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.

6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and went not

fully after the Lord, as did David his father.

7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abom-

»The word translated "linen yarn" is altered in the Revised Version to "droves" meaning droves

of horses.
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ination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech,
the abomination of the children of Amnion.

8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt in-

cense and sacrificed unto their gods.

9 If And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart

was turned from the Lord God of Israel, which had appeared unto

him twice,

10 And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should

not go after other gods; but he kept not that which the Lord com-
manded.

11 Wherefore the Lord said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this

is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes,

which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from
thee, and will give it to thy servant.

12 Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it for David thy

father's sake: but I will rend it out of the hand of thy son.

13 Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom; but will give

one tribe to thy son for David my servant's sake, and for Jerusalem's

sake which I have chosen.

14 If And the Lord stirred up an adversary unto Solomon, Hadad
the Edomite: he was of the king's seed in Edom.

15 For it came to pass, when David was in Edom, and Joab the

captain of the host was gone up to bury the slain, after he had smitten

every male in Edom;
16 (For six months did Joab remain there with all Israel, until

he had cut off every male in Edom:)
17 That Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites of his father's ser-

vants with him, to go into Egypt; Hadad being yet a little child.

18 And they arose out of Midian, and came to Paran: and they

took men with them out of Paran, and they came to Egypt, unto

Pharaoh king of Egypt; which gave him an house, and appointed

him victuals, and gave him land.

19 And Hadad found great favour in the sight of Pharaoh, so that

he gave him to wife the sister of his own wife, the sister of Tahpenes
the queen.

20 And the sister of Tahpenes bare him Genubath his son, whom
Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh's house: and Genubath was in Pha-

raoh's household among the sons of Pharaoh.
21 And when Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with his

fathers, and that Joab the captain of the host was dead, Hadad
said to Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may go to mine own
country.

22 Then Pharaoh said unto him, But what hast thou lacked with

me, that, behold, thou seekest to go to thine own country? And
he answered, Nothing: howbeit let me go in any wise.
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23 ^ And God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon the son of

Eliadah, which fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah:
24 And he gathered men unto him, and became captain over a

band, when David slew them of Zobah: and they went to Damascus,
and dwelt therein, and reigned in Damascus.

25 And he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon,
beside the mischief that Hadad did: and he abhorred Israel, and
reigned over Syria.

26 \ And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda,
Solomon's servant, whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow
woman, even he lifted up his hand against the king.

27 And this was the cause that he lifted up his hand against the

king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the city of

David his father.

28 And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: and Solo-

mon seeing the young man that he was industrious, he made him
ruler over all the charge of the house of Joseph.

29 And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of

Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the

way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and they two
were alone in the field:

30 And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and rent

it in twelve pieces

:

31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith

the Lord, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of

the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee:

32 (But he shall have one tribe for my servant David's sake, and
for Jerusalem's sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes

of Israel:)

33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the

Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and have
not walked in my ways, to do that which is- right in mine eyes, and to

keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his father.

34 Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand:
but I will make him prince all the days of his life for David my
servant's sake, whom I chose, because he kept my commandments
and my statutes:

35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son's hand, and will

give it unto thee, even ten tribes.

36 And unto his son will I give one tribe, that David my servant

may have a light alway before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have

chosen me to put my name there.

37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according to all that

thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel.
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38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command
thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is right in my sight, to

keep my statutes and my commandments, as David my servant did;
that I will be with thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built for

David, and will give Israel unto thee.

39 And I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever.

40 Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam
arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was in

Egypt until the death of Solomon.
41 % And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and

his wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon ?

42 And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel

was forty years.

43 And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city

of David his father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.*&"

Chapter 12
1 The Israelites, assembled at Shechem to crown Rehoboam , by Jeroboam make a suit of relaxation unto him. 6 Reho-
boam, refusing the old men's'counsel, by the advice of young men, answereth them roughly. 16 Ten tribes revolting,
kill Adoram, and make Rehoboam to flee. 21 Rehoboam, raising an army, is forbidden by Shemaiah. 25 Jeroboam
strengthened himself by cities, 26 and by the idolatry of the two calves.

ND Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were come to

Shechem to make him kino;.

2 And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from the presence
of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;)

3 That they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the con-

gregation of Israel came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying,

4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou
the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put
upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee.

5 And he said unto them, Depart yetfor three days, then come again

to me. And the people departed.

6 ^[ And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that stood

before Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said, How do ye

advise that I may answer this people ?

7 And they spake unto him, saying. If thou wilt be a servant unto
this people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and
speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever.

8 But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had given

him, and consulted with the young men that were grown up with him,
and which stood before him:

9 And he said unto them, What counsel give ye that we may answer
this people, who have spoken to me, saying, Make the yoke which thy

father did put upon us lighter ?

10 And the young men that were grown up with him spake unto
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